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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 00559 192010Z 
43 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SNM-02 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 10-11 

JUSE-00 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-05 OMB-Ol 

SS-15 HEW-06 DODE-OO L-03 AID-05 ARAE-00 /086W 

038740 

R 191746Z JAN 76 

FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2894 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 0559 

DEPARTMENT FOR S/NM, DUGSTAD 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: SNAR, CO 

SUB J : US MARIJUANA LAWS 

1 . GOC IS CONSIDERING NEW LEGISLATION ON SIMPLE POSSESSION 
OF MARIJUANA AND OTHER DRUGS. AT PRESENT, GOC CRIMINAL 
CODES AND NARCOTICS STATUE ARE MUTE REGARDING AMOUNTS 
OF DRUGS WHICH CONSTITUTE POSSESSION FOR PERSONAL USE. 

GOC JUDGES MUST, THEREFORE, DECIDE ISSUE OF TRAFFICKING 
VERSUS PESSESSION. RULING OFTEN IS THAT POSSESSION ON ONLY 

A FEW GRAMS OF MARIJUANA OR ANOTHER SUBSTANCE CONSTITUTES 
TRAFFICKING. 

2. GOC OFFICIALS ARE COMING TO THE REALIZATION THAT INVESTIGATIONS 
AND PROSECUTIONS IN CASES INVOLVING ONLY POSSESSION OF A FEW 
GRAMS OF DRUGS ARE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE IN THAT THEY 

DIVERT ATTENTION FROM MAJOR TRAFFICKERS. 

AS AN AID IN DRAFTING NEW LEGISLATION, GOC MINHEALTH AND 
MINJUSTICE HAVE ASKED MISSION TO PROVIDE COPIES US STATE 
LAWS PROVIDING FOR DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA 
FOR PERSONAL USE. THEY WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE SUMMARY OF 
STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION ON SIMPLE POSSESSION 
OF OTHER TYPES OF NARCOTICS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 00559 192010Z 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: TELEGRAPHIC SUMMARY OF STATE AND 
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FEDERAL LAWS ON SIMPLE DRUG POSSESSION FOLLOWED BY POUCHED 
COPIES, OR EXTRACTS FROM PERTINENT LAWS. 

VAKY 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DRUG CONTROL, LAW, MARIJUANA 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 JAN 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BOGOTA00559 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760020-0055 
From: BOGOTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 45/aaaabobh. tel 

Line Count: 64 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: mendozsm 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 JUL 2004 by castelsl>; APPROVED <16 AUG 2004 by mendozsm> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US MARIJUANA LAWS 
TAGS: SNAR, PGOV, CO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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